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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 12-13, 15, 17-23, 30-31, 33, and 35-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Major et al., United States Patent Number 
6,993,508 (hereinafter Major). 

4. With respect to claims 1,15, 17-19, 33, and 35-38, Major teaches in a data 
processing device [i.e. a web browser 220], a method supporting access to stored 
information [see abstract and figs. 1-3], the method comprising: 
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■ receiving user-selected content data from a remote source over a network in 
response to a user initiated content data selection [i.e. allows consumers to 
browse through entertainment content, select the content to be viewed, col. 3, 
lns.22-62]; 

■ storing the user-selected content data in a storage location associated with 
the data processing device [i.e. each selection made by the consumer may be 
"added to a cart", col. 3, lns.22-62]; and 

■ enabling access to a first portion of the received user-selected content data in 
the storage location for selective retrieval, while disabling access to a second 
portion of the received user-selected content data in the storage location 
[col.6, In. 30 through col.7, In. 58 and col.10, lns.4-63]. 

5. With respect to claims 2 and 20, Major further teaches wherein receiving user- 
selected content data from the remote source includes: receiving a portion of user- 
selected content data from the remote source in response to a user retrieving previously 
stored user-selected content data from the storage location [i.e. play list manager 224, 
col.7, lns.7-10 and col.3, lns.22-62]. 

6. With respect to claims 3 and 21 , Major further teaches further comprising: 
providing notification to a user of only the portion of user-selected content data in the 
storage location that is available to the user for retrieval [i.e. the consumer is notified via 
the browser 220 when the content is available for viewing, col.6, lns.47-60]. 
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7. With respect to claims 4 and 22, Major further teaches wherein receiving user- 
selected content data from the remote source includes receiving the user-selected 
content data via use of a non-real-time data communication protocol [col. 6, Ins. 30-46], 
the method further comprising: in response to receipt of a user playback command, 
transmitting a stream of data associated with the user-selected content data in the 
storage location to a playback device via use of a real-time data communication 
protocol [i.e. operates to download and stage the copy-righted digital content on the 
viewing system of a consumer, col. 3, lns.7-62 and col. 10, lns.4-63]. 

8. With respect to claims 5 and 23, Major further teaches wherein receiving user- 
selected content data from the remote source includes receiving at least a portion of the 
user-selected content data via use of a non-real-time data communication protocol 
[col.6, Ins. 30-46], the method further comprising: in response to receipt of a user 
playback command, transmitting a data stream based on the user-selected content data 
stored in the storage location to a playback device via use of a real-time data 
communication protocol; detecting that a contiguous portion of data associated with the 
data stream is not stored in the storage location; and transmitting the contiguous portion 
of data associated with the data stream to the playback device via use of a real-time 
data communication protocol from the remote source instead of from the storage 
location in order to play back uninterrupted content data [col. 3, lns.7-62 and col. 10, 
lns.4-63]. 
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9. With respect to claim 12, Major further teaches further comprising: receiving input 
from the user specifying a bandwidth constraint for receiving user-selected content data 
over the network from the remote source for storage in the storage location; and limiting 
a network bandwidth allocated for transmission of the user-selected content data from 
the remote source over the network depending on the specified bandwidth constraint 
[col.2, lns.4-58]. 

10. With respect to claim 13, Major further teaches further comprising: providing a 
time limit in which the user may selectively retrieve the user-selected content data from 
the storage location [i.e. 10 minutes of the current position, col. 7, lns.26-46]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 16 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Major as applied to claims 15 and 33 above. 
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13. With respect to claims 16 and 34, Major does not explicitly show receiving a 
prioritized list of preferred user-selected content data to be delivered for storage in the 
storage device associated with the user generating the selection information, the user- 
selected content data stored in the storage device being a subset of requested content 
data identified in the prioritized list. However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify Major by 
receiving a prioritized list of preferred user-selected content data to be delivered for 
storage in the storage device associated with the user generating the selection 
information because this feature enables user to select content data in a priority. 

14. Claims 6, 8, 10-11, 24, 26, and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Major as applied to claims 1 and 19 above, and further in view 
of Robbin et al., United States Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0079038 
(hereinafter Robbin). 

15. With respect to claims 6, 8, 10, 24, 26, and 28, Major further teaches further 
comprising: generating a graphical user interface for displaying an itemized list of 
accessible user-selected content data in the storage location [col. 6, lns.30-46], the 
accessible user-selected content data being selectively retrieved by a user for playback 
in real-time [col. 3, lns.7-62 and col. 10, lns.4-63]. 

However, Major does not explicitly show receiving input from the user identifying 
a de-selected content item in the itemized list of available content data; disabling user 
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access to user-selected content data in the storage location associated with the de- 
selected content item; and enabling user access to a different portion of user-selected 
content data in the storage location previously inaccessible to the user. 

In a data processing device, Robbin discloses or suggests receiving input from 
the user identifying a de-selected content item in the itemized list of available content 
data; disabling user access to user-selected content data in the storage location 
associated with the de-selected content item; and enabling user access to a different 
portion of user-selected content data in the storage location previously inaccessible to 
the user [paragraphs 0054-0057]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Major in view of Robbin by de-selecting 
content item in the itemized list of available content data because this feature is not to 
be stored to the media device [Robbin, paragraph 0055], It is for this reason that one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated in order to 
remove those media items stored on the media device [Robbin, paragraph 0057]. 

16. With respect to claims 1 1 and 29, Major further teaches receiving input from the 
user specifying a time constraint for receiving the user-selected content data from the 
remote source for storage in the storage location; and receiving the user-selected 
content data over the network for storage in the storage location depending on the 
specified time constraint [i.e. 10 minutes of the current position, col. 7, Ins. 26-46]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

17. Claims 7, 9, 14, 25, 27, and 32 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

a. " Online digital video signal transfer apparatus and method ," by Sherr et 
al., United States Patent Application Publication Number 2006/0053066. 

b. " Approach for renting items to customers /' by Hastings et al., United 
States Patent Number 7,024,381. 

c. " Video rental e-commerce solution ." by Al-Azzawe, United States Patent 
Application Publication Number 2002/0169656. 

d. " Method of processing rental reguest and returns ," by Gross, United 
States Patent Application Publication Number 2006/0149685. 

e. " System and method for securely distributing digital content for short term 
use ," by Javed, United States Patent Application Publication Number 2001/0036271. 

f. " Music recommendation system and method ," Hicken et al., United States 
Patent Application Publication Number 2005/0038819. 
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1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday (6:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nghi V Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 



September 26, 2006 




